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Cofiroute to continue operating 
the 91 Express Lanes in California 

 
 
 
Cofiroute USA, a Cofiroute subsidiary, has been awarded a new contract to operate the 
91 Express Lanes on SR-91 in Los Angeles. The award was made following a call for bids 
issued by the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA), the infrastructure 
concessionaire and transportation agency serving Orange County. The five-year contract, 
worth $31 million, can be extended twice, each time for a period of two years. 
 
SR-91 is a 16 km toll-free urban motorway to the east of Los Angeles, with frequent 
congestion on the dual four-lane carriageway. In 1991, in the absence of public funds, the 
State authorities decided to ask private operators to propose solutions to the traffic 
congestion. Cofiroute and its US partners proposed the construction of a toll road down 
the median of the SR-91, to be known as the 91 Express Lanes. 
 
Opened in 1995 and operated by Cofiroute from the outset, the 91 Express Lanes consist 
of a dual two-lane carriageway with an entirely automated free flow toll system. A variable 
toll price policy is applied, with the price ranging between $1.10 and $7.75 depending on 
the time of day. Over 150,000 people have opened a 91 Express Lanes account. 
According to a 2004 customer satisfaction survey, taking the 91 Express Lanes saves 
users an average of 36 minutes per journey. 
 
Winning this tender strengthens Cofiroute’s position as an operator of free flow tolled 
structures. 
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